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Dear Members,

As many of  you will know we celebrated our Association’s 20th anniversary at our General
Assembly on September 3rd. This was a lovely occasion, with a full house and a great
atmosphere. You will find a detailed account of  the celebration plus photographs later in this
newsletter.

I opened the meeting by recognising the vision of  our founders and the commitment of  all those
who have helped to run the Association in the past 20 years, through both good and more difficult
times such as the Covid pandemic. I was also delighted to present small gifts to some of  our
members who were there at the beginning and remain actively involved to this day.

One well known Swiss luxury watch maker uses the advertising tag line ‘you never own a Patek
Philippe, you look after it for the next generation’. The same could be said for our u3a. We want to
enjoy everything the Association offers now but also need it to remain strong for the sake of  the
generations who will follow us.

Arguably this is especially important for the u3a Vall del Pop because of  our unique Goodwill
team and the strong relationships and high expectations that it has created in our beautiful
community.

Unfortunately, managing succession and ensuring our continuity has been made more difficult by
Brexit and the lower numbers of  British expatriates of  an active age now arriving in our area. We
will therefore have to work hard on these aspects in the coming months and years.

However, today I prefer to focus on our many successes and the good fortune we all have in being
part of  our wonderful Association and to say thank you to everyone who has brought us this far,
either by helping to run our u3a or by participating actively in the life of  the Association.

Best wishes
Chris

President’s Message
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At our September General Assembly in Murla we held a shorr formal meeting followed by a
wonderful celebration with Chris commenting what a great achievement for our u3a to have

reached it’s 20th Anniversary.
 

He thanked the founders, Ken and Jan Grant, past Presidents and committee members including
Jim Lockhart and Bob and Sandra Welham. Jim had hoped to be at the celebration but was

unable to unfortunately and we wish him well.
 

Chris then acknowledged the long standing members who joined in 2006 and bottles of  cava
were presented to those who were present. We thank them sincerely for their support and loyalty.
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We were then treated to almost 2 hours of  fabulous songs from the 60s to present day by Colin
and Jayne from Forever Young. It didn’t take long untill many people were singing along and then
took to the dance floor for some very energetic moves! As many members commented, a perfect

fit for our age group with lots of  nostalgic numbers. Our brains were also tested trying to recall the
artists! 

 
During a short break the quiz answers were given and 3 tables won prizes. Well done to everyone

who took part. It wasn’t easy! 2006 doesn’t seem long ago but trying to recall events and music
from that year tested us all.

 
Sausage rolls, crisps, cakes and cava were served in/on beautiful vintage china cups, plates and

cake stands recognising china is the symbol for 20 years anniversary.
 

I hope everyone will agree it was a lovely celebration and may there be more to come. Thank you
to all members for your loyalty and support. We truly appreciate it.

 
Paula Barrett
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Discovering Spain with the U3A

Paul and Jan Leniston in 2006 
In March 2006 we retired and moved to Spain. As we
settled in we started to explore this part of  Spain,
which we had never visited before. Six months later
the U3A was formed, we attended the first meeting
and became members 8 and 9. Our main reason for
joining the group was to take advantage of  the Travel
opportunities.
 

Coffee break during walking tour of 
Moorish quarter - Granada - May 2007

Our first experience was a four day coach trip to
Granada, which included a visit to a cave house,
walking tour of  the Moorish quarter, coach trip in
the Nevada mountains and a full day exploring the
Alhambra. It was very popular as it was one of  the
first coach trips organised by the U3A.

Walking tour of city centre
Seville May - 2010

Our second holiday was a four day visit to Seville.
This included a walking tour of  the city, a day trip to
Jerez to see the Royal Andalusian School of
Equestrian Art plus one of  their famous sherry
cellars, and a day trip to Cadiz. It was only four
days, but it seemed a lot more. 
 

Group photo in front of the cathedral
Orihuela - November 2011

This was our first day trip with the U3A. It left Jalon
about 0900 and returned about 1800 and we had a
very full day. It started with a walking tour of  the city,
led by an excellent guide called Mateo. He
transformed what could have been a boring cultural
tour into a fascinating and informative visit.  A very
memorable day. 
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Landtrain to Castle
 Xativa – February 2012

Our second day trip was to Xativa, famous as the
birthplace of  the Borgia popes. A landtrain took us
up the steep slope to the castle overlooking the
town. We spent most of  the day exploring the well
preserved walls with extensive views of  the
surrounding area.

Guided tour of the castle
 Villena – March 2012

Our next day trip was to Villena, on the border
of  Alicante and Murcia. Once more the castle
was the focus of  our visit, and again we were
fortunate to have a very good guide.
 

Waiting for the coach 
 Valencia Oceanografic – April 2012

Our first visit to Oceanografic, but not the U3A
for this popular trip. Lots to see and do, not least
a display by the dolphians. Very quiet coach on
the journey back to Jalon, with many of  the
passengers dozing after an energetic day.

Coffee break in Plaza Major
Madrid – October 2012 

This four day visit to Madrid was our first to the
city. But it also included day trips to Sergovia,
Salamanca and Toledo, all within an hour’s
drive of  our hotel. Two half  days in Madrid
allowed us to visit the highlights.
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Open air theatre with very basic seating
 Cocentaina – November 2012

It was an early start to visit the world famous
medieval fair. We expected something like
the Jalon rastro, but it was huge, the
previous year there were 530,000 visitors
over four days. We soon became separated
from the group and spent a great day
wandering around the fair, which covers all
of  the town. 
 

Fort Apache wild west theme park
Mojacar – February 2015

This four day trip was based in Mojacar,
but included visits to Cartagena, the
Aguilas carnival, Murcia and Fort Apache
(our favourite) wild west theme park.

The Roman Theatre
 Sagunto – April 2016

Our last coach trip with the U3A was a day
visit to Sangunto. A beautiful city with a
kilometre long castle, a well preserved
Roman Theatre and a fascinating Jewish
Quarter. But the highlight was when we had
a break in the Roman Theatre (see photo)
and Sandra sang a Beatles song to
demonstrate how good the acoustics were.

We have visited many other cities and towns both on our own and on non U3A coach trips, but we
will always have fond memories of  our early exploration of  Spain in company with so many new

friends of  the U3A.

Discovering Spain with the U3A Cont.
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For further information contact 
Christine Brazier

justnanny@live.co.uk
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Cinema Club

Doors open 6.45pm for a 7.30 start.
Jalon Salon (next to Town Hall) - 2 Euro donation

Non-members can enjoy a 1st taster visit, you can bring a friend or guest along for one visit 

September 2026

A fun evening out to meet friends and enjoy a movie.

The Group continues to show some of  the very latest releases and 
we strive to show a good variety of  genres.

I am always happy to receive your recommendations for films you would like to watch.

Dates for 2026
Sept 14th and 29th 
Oct 5th and 26th 
Nov 9th and 23rd

Dec 14th 

Don't forget your Popcorn !
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We look forward to seeing you at the following events. 
No need to book, just turn up. 

Please note, occasionally dates and venues may have to be amended 
so please keep an eye on the new website or Facebook for updates.

Blanca Bikes
17th September

Members General 
Coffee Mornings

 11.00am

Friendship & Support 
Coffee Mornings
Weds 10.30am

u3a Vall Del Pop coffee mornings 
September 2026

23rd September  

Casa Aleluya Jalon (Xalo) 

Resto Bar Quijote Orba 7th October

21st October14  Octoberth
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The u3a Christmas Party is sold out with a waiting list.

Please advise menu choices to goodwill@u3avalldelpop.com
 and make payment asap to ensure your place.

If  you are now unable to attend, please do let us know so that we can offer the
place to next person on the waiting list.

Any queries or questions don't hesitate to make contact with
goodwill@u3avalldelpop.com.
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Members of The Arts Society Marina Alta are exhibiting their artwork in appreciation of Joaquín
Sorolla and his 130-year anniversary Painting the Light of Jávea. This renowned Spanish artist visited
Jávea often and his vibrant and luminous work invariably depicted the beach, fishermen and sunlit
landscapes that we enjoy every day.

THE ARTS SOCIETY MARINA ALTA PRESENTS

TWO EXCITING EVENTS IN OCTOBER

Collaborating with other organisations
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THEATRE DESIGN FROM TEMPLE TO PLAYHOUSE

WEDNESDAY, 7 OCTOBER 2026

Theatrical scene design is one of the most beautiful and lively art forms, from the
design of ancient temples to modern theatre design. In his talk, Bertie looks at the
relationship between actor and audience and how this transformed the space of
theatre throughout the ages. A gifted presenter, Bertie brings to life the magical world of
theatre.

FREE ADMISSION FOR TASMA MEMBERS.

We thank our Sponsors:

The Agency Re Costa Blanca North, Blevins Franks;
Currendics Directs; Harris Furnishings, Harvey Lawyers

THE ARTS SOCIETY MARINA ALTA PRESENTS

By Bertie Pearce

Morning lecture: Espai La Senieta, Ava. de Madrid 15, 03724 Moraira
Doors open at 10.15 for 11.00 h lecture.

Evening lecture: Casa de la Cultura, Plaça de Baix 6, 03730 Jávea
Doors open at 18.45 for 19.30 h lecture.

Join us from as little as €7.50 per lecture - see membership benefits at www.artsocma.org

Sign up for a Free Subscription to our Newsletter, 
via email: info@artsocma.org

GUESTS WELCOME BY PREPAID €15 DONATION VIA WWW.ARTSOCMA.ORG
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